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INTRODUCTION

This workshop aims to increase the 
understanding and competencies 
of judges in dealing with cases 
involving cross border crime and 
corruption. Adjudicating these 
complex cases presents difficult 
challenges on many levels. Corrupt 
actors are aided by technology, 
internet platforms, online banking 
and digital currencies. The scale 
and breadth of corruption is 
evolving, and evidence can be 
technical and multilayered. The 
perpetrators and the exact nature 
of the crimes are increasingly 
difficult to identify, investigate and 
prosecute. Many corruption cases 
have cross border elements, and 

resolution of these cases requires 
cooperation at a European and 
international level.

OVERVIEW

The emphasis in this workshop is 
on handling corruption cases at 
the trial stage. It will specifically 
focus on contemporary issues and 
approaches necessary for effective 
adjudication of such cases, 
and will better help judges in 
properly assessing the evidence in 
corruption cases that come before 
them. This workshop will examine 
efforts in the region to combat 
corruption crimes and will review 
progress that has been made in 
terms of legislative standards, 

specialised organizations, and 
initiatives in place to address 
corruption on a pan European basis. 
We will address potential dangers 
facing judges in the form of outside 
influence and external pressures, 
which undermine the capacity to 
pursue corruption and which erode 
judicial independence. The training 
will also look at the advantages 
and disadvantages of having a 
specialized anti-corruption court, 
such as the High Anti-Corruption 
Court in Ukraine. Throughout 
the workshop, we will facilitate 
the exchange of practice and 
knowledge between participants 
and international subject matter 
experts as we discuss the role of the 
judiciary in such cases.
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TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED 
AND ADDRESSED

• The various categories and   
 complex nature of corruption   
 cases in CEE;

• The European and International  
 Anticorruption Standards and   
 Frameworks (e.g., GRECO, EPPO,  
 OSCE, UNCAC, EUROJUST);

• The tools of corruption including  
 cryptocurrency, financial records,  
 and beneficial ownership; 

• Pointers on procedural   
 efficiency and trial management,  
 including use of technology   
 where appropriate;

• The importance of ECHR and
 international human rights
 standards in the investigation 
 process and in securing essential 
 proofs for prosecution, 
 maintaining legality of proofs and 
 fair trial rights for defendants;

• The use and treatment of 
 appropriate evidence in such 
 cases and the strategies used to 
 invalidate and challenge it;

• What is required in terms of 
 future training to improve the 
 skills of judges in dealing with 
 the increasing complexities in   
 cases of this nature?

WORKSHOP STRUCTURE 
AND APPROACH TO LEARNING

This two-day workshop will take 
place onsite at the CEELI Institute 
in Prague, from Thursday evening 
to Saturday late afternoon. The 
teaching and learning methodology 
will be experiential, consisting 
of mini-talks, lectures, group 
discussion, presentations, and 
panels, along with ample time for 
informal networking opportunities. 
A central goal of our approach is to 
facilitate regional and international 
knowledge and exchange. 
The workshop will enable judges 
to develop and export successful 
models for addressing issues 
related to corruption, major crimes.

WHO SHOULD APPLY? 

The workshop is open to judges 
from Central and Eastern Europe 
who are members of the CEELI 
Institute’s Judicial Exchange 
Network, or who wish to join. 
Places are limited to 25 participants. 
If the demand exceeds the limited 
number of places available, we 
might proceed to a selection 
process. The training will be 
accessible for those fluent in English 
and South-Slavic languages, with 
simultaneous translation provided.

FACULTY

The international and regional 
faculty will include judges, 
academics, researchers, and 
other subject matter experts. 

CONTACT

For any queries please 
contact Freda Grealy at: 
freda.grealy@ceeli.eu

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Enhance the overall
 competencies of judges to
 adjudicate corruption cases
 effectively

• Provide potential strategies
 to promote effective trial   
 management;

• Increase levels of understanding  
 of the various types of corruption  
 crimes and the common types   
 of corruption cases that are   
 prosecuted in the region;

• Provide an overview of the EU 
 and international anti-corruption 
 standards and instruments 
 along with specialised European 
 institutions and organisations; 

• Examine the investigative and   
 prosecutorial process and steps  
 involved to put forward cases of  
 this nature; 

• Socialize judges on ‘the tools   
 of corruption’ particularly in the  
 online world;

• Examine the role of the judiciary
 in relation to cross border   
 corruption cases and what   
 further supports are necessary to  
 strengthen capacity in this area. 


